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KIDS OF CHARACTER: See this week's profil

$12M Camp Seminole project in Davie slated to be done next year

By Scott Fishman
STAFF WRITER

In 2005, Hurricane Wilma dey-
astated Camp Seminole in Davie
and displaced the more than
25,000 South Florida Boy Scouts
and Cub Scouts who used the
site each year.

Since then, Jeff Hunt, execu-
tive director of the South Florida
Council of Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca, has been dedicated to re-
opening the camp site. He has

‘worked tirelessly with others

from his organization and inithe

community to make it possible.
So far, they have raised $8 mil-

lion for the $12 million project

and recently had a groundbreak-
ing ceremony. The Mission Pos-
sible campaign is raising funds
for Camp Seminole, as well as $3
million for Camp Sawyer in Key
West. The hope is for the Scouts
to return to Camp Seminole by
next spring. '
Wilma

“Hurricane tore

-through here and did more than

uproot the lives of folks. It also
uprooted the lives of our Scouts
and the community,” Hunt said.
“After Camp Seminole closed,
we have been in the process of
putting a comprehensive master
development plan that would
address our facilities’ needs for
our next generation of service.

The last few.years, we put this
plan together to make a first-
class facility for our kids and be a
resource for the entire commu-

One of the first companies to
step in was Downrite Engineer-
ing, which donated its services
to help clear the 85 percent of
trees that were lost. The land de-
velopment company has been
assisting in site and infrastruc-
ture work as well. :

Philanthropist Bob Elmore
provided the money for a new
dining hall. The hall will be a
place to teach Scouts about envi-
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Aerial view of Camp Seminole in Davie. Ground was recently broken on a $12
miltion project on the site.
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ronmental science, first aid
and earn some of the 120
merit badges offered
through the program. Hunt
said the dining hall will also
serve as a hurricane relief
center for residents.

The Huizenga Family .

Foundation is funding the
chapel. Publix Super Mar-
kets Charities has donated
to help construction of an
amphitheater for . skits,

soﬁgs and campfires.
. “We’ve been very fortu-
nate,” Hunt said. “The com-

‘munity and the town of Da-

vie have definitely respond-
ed.” '

Plans for Camp Semi-
nole include an archery
range, a BB gun range and
an aquatic center. They will

also be dredging the lake in

order to teach swimming
and small-boat sailing.

Town water and sewage is
working on the ground in-
frastructure to replace the
septic system and fuifill re-
quirements in the construc-
tion’s master plan.

There will be 12 camp
sites and four shower
houses on the 1l17-acre
property at 3301 SW 142nd
Ave. Other uses for Camp
Seminole include provid-
ing a Cub Scout resident

camping facility and a ven-
ue for the first-year camp-
‘ing program offered to eco-
nomically challenged
youiths in the community.
“It has been a long proc-
ess,” said Angela Sanchez,
finance director. “Hopefully
our Scouts will be camping
out there in about a year to
coincide with the 100th an-
niversary of Scouting.”
With the recent ground-

breaking, Camp Seminole
is one step closer to being
backin operation.

“Thad a young Scout that
wasin the Sun Sentinel arti-
cle some time back right af-
ter the storm. He actually
brought that asrticle to the
groundbreaking,”  Hunt
said. “He told me he
couldn’t wait to get backto
camping. I was kind of
touched by that because he

remembers going back
right after the storm, seeing
the devastation and the im-
pactit had on him. Now, al-
most four yearslater, the fa-
cility is still not built, but
we’ve made some signifi-
cant progress.”

For more information,
visit www.sfcbsa.org.

Scott Fishman can be reached at
smfishman@tribune.com.



